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Hello! 
This will be my last edition of Devon Farming and Food News before I depart for pastures new but the 
Sustainable Farming and Food Group will continue to keep you updated on a regular basis. The next 
editions of Rural Devon Voice will be sent to you at the end of February, if you have any news or events that 
you would like included contact Sarah Streeter on 01392 383145. 
We have had considerable interest in the SERC Rural Renaissance Programme and hope to have some 
really good projects up and running shortly. If you would like to know more about Rural Renaissance funding 
for Farming and Food projects please contact Matt Parkins at Devon Renaissance on 01837 658643 or visit 
www.ruraldevon.org 
 
    Kate Harris, Sustainable Farming and Food Co ordinator, Devon County Council 

 
Training and Accreditation for farmers 

hosting school visits 
 

With the Year of Food and Farming only a few months 
away, farmers are being encouraged to take part in 
initiatives to reconnect children with the food that they 
eat. Many farmers already host school visits to their 
farms but not all of them have gone through an 
accredited training scheme. 
 
CEVAS stands for Countryside Educational Visits 
Accreditation Scheme. It was established in 2003 to 
help farmers and growers ensure that schools are 
guaranteed safe and worthwhile visits to their farms. 
 
So far over 300 farmers have passed through the 
scheme and schools are now recognising the CEVAS 
logo as a sign of quality. 
 
The CEVAS course is taken over 3 days  with courses 
held throughout the country. There are now 
opportunities for busy farmers to obtain the 
qualification through a distance learning package that 
can be carried out at home in their own time. A full 
range of resources and support are available. 
 
For more information on the CEVAS training contact  
Ian Eggington-Metters on 01373 302204. 
 
For more details on the Year of 
Food and Farming and a vast 
resource of information for 
school visits and curriculum 
act ivit ies vis it  www.face-
online.org.uk or contact Paul 
Hillard on 01935 863 270 
 

 
Additional funds for Dartmoor’s Ancient 

Woodlands 
 

The Restoring Ancient Woodlands Project  begun in 
October 2005 with the aim of raising awareness, 
giving free advice and providing support for owners 
and managers of Dartmoor’s ancient  woodland.  
 
Additional funding from the Forestry Commission is 
now available to grant fund restoration projects 
within the National Park.  Landowners and 
managers who want to find out more about this 
project and the funding available should contact 
Richard Knott on 01626 832093 or e mail 
trees@dartmoor-npa.gov.uk 
 

 
Just Ask Campaign Launched 

 

A new campaign to encourage caterers to use more 
fresh, local produce has been launched by the 
Country Land and Business Association with the 
backing of the Prime Minister. Just Ask encourages  
customers in restaurants, pubs, cafes etc to ask 
where ingredients for their meal are sourced from 
and to encourage caterers to use local suppliers 
where possible. 
 
The campaign will be using 
local and national press to 
get across the message 
and educate the consumer. 
This campaign will also link 
in with the Year of Food and 
Farming. For further 
i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.cla.org.uk. 
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DRN Winter event 
 

The DRN held their winter event on 8th December 
on Rural Business and Productivity. The afternoon  
focused on farming and food and John Lee from  the 
SW Chamber of Rural Enterprise gave an overview 
of regional activities and the newly revised regional 
delivery plan expected in the spring. There will be 
opportunities for organisations in the region to 
become involved in the Year of Food and Farming—
aimed at reconnecting young people with the food 
they eat through a whole range of projects and 
initiatives. 
 
The afternoon workshop sessions contained 
interesting discussions with a strong emphasis on 
the need for more joint working, better co ordination 
and making the most of our assets. The full report 
from the event is available on request.  
 
The Sustainable Farming and Food Action Group 
will be looking closely at the outcomes of the session 
and using this to guide future work. 
 
The Devon Rural Network will be holding a spring 
event and AGM on 11th April, details will follow 
shortly.  
The revision of the Devon Rural Strategy is almost 
complete. The Rural Devon Profile is now up on the 
DRN website available to download. The Strategy 
document will be available in the Spring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Mercer and 
John Lee at the 
DRN Winter Event  

 

The Work of Devon Trading Standards 
 

The Farming Standards Unit was set up in 2001 
during the Foot and Mouth Crisis.   
 
The Trading Standards Service is responsible for the 
local authority enforcement duties in relation to 
animal health, welfare and disease control, including 
all legislation on identification, traceability, 
movement and licensing of livestock.  We also deal 
with the legal requirements for the proper disposal of 
animal by-products such as farm animal carcases 
and certain waste foods both farms and retail 
outlets. Our Support Officers deal with requests for 
movement documents, input movement licences into 
a national database of livestock movements and 
man our enquiries and help line (0845 1551 999).  
 
Officers carry out a mixture of routine advisory visits 
to livestock markets, shows, abattoirs and farms and 
investigate enquires, complaints and breaches of a 
wide range of animal health, welfare and disease 
control legislation. 
 
We have an Agriculture Team to provide advice, 
carry out work generated by the Animal Feed and 
Food Hygiene Regulations and to carry out farm 
audits. 
 
Last year saw the birth of Devon Farming Matters – 
a news sheet providing advice on topical issues and 
the frequently changing legislation – which has been 
widely distributed throughout Devon with much 
positive feedback received. The next issue will be 
available at the beginning of 2007.  We also have 
advice sheets on Shows, Identification and Livestock 
Transport. Any contributions are greatly encouraged 
and can be submitted via our advice line or by email 
on animal.health@devon.gov.uk 
 
  

 

Kate Harris: Sustainable Farming and Food Co ordina tor , Devon County Council, County Hall Topsham 
Road, Exeter EX2 4QW 
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Events/Dates  
 

Environmental Branding of Food for farmers Wed 7 Feb  10am to 1.30pm Home Farm, Newton St Cyres, 
Exeter EX5 5AY—Free day advice all about the Environmental Branding of Food for the farmer who is considering 
marketing produce direct from the farm gate, or who wants to find ways to improve existing marketing strategy 
contact: FWAG Tel: 01392882080 devon@fwag.org.uk 
 
RAFAEL Technical Exchange  - the next exchange trip is planned for late May in Brittany. The focus will be on 
supply chain networks and distribution into public sector catering. For further information contact Kathryn Edwards on 
01392 382949. there may be funding available to support those who are interested in taking part in the exchange trip. 
 
DRN AGM & Spring Event: 11th April - Venue to be confirmed. Please look on the DRN website for more 
information nearer the time.  
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